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do something of this nature, and do it well, and my interrogators were surprised to learn that I could contribute nothing.
Fortunately, this missing element in my equipment was a recommendation in the eyes of my new chief, Colonel (now General Sir) Edmund Elles, half-brother of the General under whom I had served at Rawal Pindi. He expected his subordinates to keep themselves physically and mentally fit by taking a share in all outdoor games and recreations, but he also demanded a full day's work. To his sound and able guidance I attribute much of the success, such as it is, which attended my subsequent career, and from both him and his wife, a lady of gentle and kind disposition, I received many proofs of sincere friendship. Some twenty years later, when I was commandant of the Staff College, their son was one of the students, and in the Great War he won distinction as commander of the Tank Corps.
I was equally happy in my immediate chief, Lieutenant-Colonel Mason of the Royal Engineers, who was in charge of the North-West Frontier section to which I was posted. He was a man of sterling character, an acknowledged expert on all questions relating to the frontier, and quite fearless in the expression of the military opinions which he was called upon to lay before his superiors. Of a retiring nature, he was slow to confide in new acquaintances, but I gained his confidence fairly soon, and he taught me much about the life, customs, and attitude of the heterogeneous tribes of the North-West Frontier, which I could have learned so well from no one else. It was due to him and to Elles that, within a few weeks of my arrival at Simla, Lord Roberts approved of my temporary appointment being made permanent for the usual period of five years, and in this way I received my first employment on the staff. Mason's death from an attack of enteric fever two years later was a great loss to the army.
My section dealt with the whole of the independent and semi-independent territories, including Afghanistan, Kashmir, and Baluchistan, which extend for some 2000 miles along the North-West Frontier from Tibet on the right to the Arabian Sea on the left. Of Kashmir and Baluchistan, bothon to the amenities of the season was to be. It was taken for granted that I couldade prisoner and tried by court-martial.    The puni;
